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The creation of these three sounds depends entirely
upon these conditions, since, if the conditions are ful-
filled, the corresponding sounds at once result. These
leading features do not, however, fully represent the
conformation of the entire air-passage; for, though still
giving the first place to those just described, we find
several other possible modifications of the air-passages,
which are based upon (1) the degree of perfection to
which the form of the resonance cavity is carried, (2)
the degree of elevation or depression of the larynx, and
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Position of the mouth for U.

(3) the different conformation of the orifice of the mouth.
Thus the modification of sound produced will vary
according as the form of the air-passage is decided by
the action of one or more of these factors, and as there
can be no limit to the variety of forms thus possible to
the air-passage, there is also an equally wide range given
for the modification of the three sounds in question,
which modifications are partly individual, partly cha-
racteristic of certain languages or dialects. We shall
presently draw attention to the more important of these